THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN                165

school for boys before and after taking the School
Certificate. This was not particularly original, but it
does, as it seems to me, provide a sensible curriculum,
enabling boys to specialize in part before that
examination, and completely when it is past. On
paper, at any rate, the safeguards against "com-
plete " specialization being as one-sided as it sounds
are quite adequate.

I deal later on with the persistent and preposter-
ous belief that the ancient schools are still pre-
dominantly classical.

The second change on which I am disposed to
pride myself was the encouragement given to Greek,
Since Dr. Warre's days Greek had most unfortun-
ately become the classical Cinderella: German
threatened it from before and handicraft from
behind. I remember the case of a boy who, allowed
to drop Greek for carpentry, returned in a brief
period to his classical instructor with his hand in a
sling. Handicraft punishes inaccuracy more sharply
than the classics.

It was clear that if nothing was done Greek would
tend, through parental indolence, to disappear: on
the other hand it was obvious that, for boys of any
literary ability, this would be a disaster. It was laid
down that all boys judged by us to fall into this class,
must do Greek for two years after leaving the fourth
form: steps were taken to secure that they got
adequate time for the study, and the results were satis-
factory. Even if a boy did not know the alphabet